
County Board Minutes/August 2, 2016 Page 1 
 

BENTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

AUGUST 2, 2016 
 

The Benton County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on August 2, 2016 in the Benton 
County Board Room in Foley, MN with Commissioners Jim McMahon, Jake Bauerly, Ed Popp, Spencer 
Buerkle and Warren Peschl present.  Call to order by Chair Buerkle was at 9:00 AM followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
 
Peschl/Bauerly unanimous to approve the agenda as written. 
 
No one was present to speak under Open Forum. 
 
Popp/McMahon unanimous to approve the Consent Agenda:  1) approve the Regular Meeting Minutes 
of July 19, 2016 as written; 2) approve the Emergency Meeting Minutes of July 15, 2016 as written; 3) 
accept and file Committee of the Whole Minutes of July 12, 2016 as written; 4) approve 2016-2017 
Collective Bargaining Agreement with Law Enforcement Labor Services, Inc., covering licensed deputies, 
detectives and court security officers, and authorize the Chair to sign; 5) authorize payment ($20.00) to 
Deputy Sean Gitch for reimbursement of goods purchased for the County; 6) adopt Resolution 2016-
#23, accepting donation from Larry Bratt to the Sheriff’s Office K-9 Fund, and authorize the Chair to sign; 
and 7) approve final pay voucher for Knife River Corporation for project CP 005-058-003—County Road 
58 reclaim/pave project, and authorize the Chair to sign. 
 
Troy Heck, County Sheriff, provided an update on current events in the Sheriff’s Office:  1) uptick in 
burglaries in the county, most notably in the southeast and northwest parts of the county; 2) updating 
key holder list; 3) no major incidents occurred with Halfway Jam—Benton County Fair starts today; 4) 16 
out of 17 businesses passed the Congratulate and Educate tobacco compliance checks—this round of 
checks did not include  punitive consequences for failure;  5) completion of PAL (Police Activities League) 
Program; 6) human trafficking is an evolving threat—legislation has resulted in changes in how the 
Sheriff’s Office deals with prostitution and other related offenses—Sheriff Heck stressed that human 
trafficking is not a victimless crime; the Sheriff’s Office is doing their best to combat this problem; 7) 
marijuana continues to be the most used drug—many users are converting this drug to a wax substance 
which leads to additional concerns, i.e. flammability; meth use is increasing as its cost is decreasing—
this is the largest “problem” drug; cocaine and heroin use is slowly increasing in certain areas of the 
county; and 8) top five crimes countywide are theft, domestic assault, burglary, DUI and criminal 
damage to property.  Sheriff Heck informed the Board of “a looming problem that’s coming our way in 
law enforcement”—the ability to continue to attract candidates to fill positions in the Sheriff’s Office 
and Jail.  He spoke of the far-reaching expectations set forth for these positions as well as the negativity 
forced upon law enforcement these days by a relatively small group of people.  Heck urged Board 
members to make policy decisions going forward to “make Benton County as attractive as possible” to 
future law enforcement candidates.    
 
Jim McDermott, Benton County Emergency Management Director, provided an update on the July 11th 
storm event:  1) he is aware of storm damage to public infrastructure in 7 out of 12 townships—Langola, 
Granite Ledge, Mayhew Lake, Gilmanton, Watab, Alberta, and Graham; 2) Benton County declared a 
local emergency and is requesting state disaster assistance (a 75% reimbursement program) as the 
damage did not rise to the level of a Presidential declaration; and 3) minimum damage threshold for 
Benton County to meet is $68,000—Benton County has met, and exceeded, that threshold.  McDermott 
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urged Board members to impress upon the townships in their districts the importance of providing 
damage estimates to the county within 24 hours of a storm event.  McMahon/Peschl unanimous to 
authorize the Chair to sign a letter to Governor Mark Dayton requesting state disaster assistance for 
Benton County due to the July 11th storm event.   
 
The Regular County Board meeting was recessed at 9:23 AM to conduct a Human Services Board 
meeting. 
 
The Regular County Board meeting was reconvened at 9:41 AM. 
 
Chris Byrd, County Engineer, presented the draft five-year road construction plan (2017-2021).  Planned 
projects for 2017 include:  1) mill and overlay on CSAH 1 from TH 23 to CSAH 3; 2) reclaim on CSAH 13 
from CSAH 3 to TH 25; 3) reconditioning on CSAH 22 from CSAH 3 to CSAH 14; 4) bridge replacement on 
CR 42 (pushed back from 2016 to 2017); and 5) reclaim on CR 78 from CSAH 2 north to the County line.  
Byrd noted that all bridge projects have been moved back one year.  He summarized other notable 
changes in the draft road plan:  1) added a mill and overlay on CSAH 2 (from the river to CR 55) in 
construction year 2020; 2) added rehab of CSAH 29 bridge in Sartell in year 2020 due to successful APO 
application for Federal dollars; and 3) moved reclaim on CSAH 8 (from TH 23 to CR 47) from construction 
year 2020 to 2021 due to successful APO application for Federal dollars.  Referring to the CSAH 78 
project scheduled in 2017, Bauerly referenced the request from a number of county residents to re-
grade that roadway instead of a reclaim; he stated his belief that the northern portion of the roadway 
could go a couple more years without improvement, but that the roadway between CSAH 2 and CSAH 
12 should be re-graded.  Bauerly noted that the residents were willing to delay work on the northern 
portion in exchange for the re-grade; he would like to have more discussion on this issue.  Byrd noted 
that reconstruction of the roadway could not occur in 2017 as right-of-way would need to be acquired 
first; this would push the whole project back a year or two.  Popp stated a push from a number of 
county residents for improvements to CR 55 south of Rice.  Byrd stated this reclaim project is scheduled 
for 2019; perhaps this fall the number of trucks using this roadway can be counted.  Headley referenced 
previous discussion about the possibility of a bike/pedestrian trail from Rice to the park, noting a fairly 
substantial investment in the park by the county.  Byrd explained that there is a process to receive grant 
money for trails; however, right-of-way purchase would be a local cost.  Popp pointed out that there are 
a number of seed corn signs posted within the right-of-way. 
 
Engineer’s Report:  1) “3 Up the Hill” project in Sauk Rapids is making great progress—will be a traffic 
switch to the new lanes on Thursday; 2) will be a detour in place if voting in the primary at the Sauk 
Rapids Government Center; 3) bid opening next week for Federal Safety money striping project/overlay 
project; and 4) update on maintenance activities.   
 
Board members reported on recent meetings they attended on behalf of the county. 
 
Under Commissioner Concerns, Commissioner Bauerly reported that he has been approached by a solar 
energy company about possibly installing a solar panel on his farm north of Foley; he asked his fellow 
Board members of their opinion on whether or not this would be a “conflict of interest” due to his role 
as County Commissioner.  Administrator Headley suggested that the County Attorney’s Office provide a 
legal opinion on this issue. 
 
Under Commissioner Concerns, Commissioner Popp asked that the County Engineer contact a 
constituent about a driveway issue.    
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Peschl/Popp unanimous to set Committees of the Whole:  August 11, Greater St. Cloud Development 
Corporation invite to Open House celebration. 
 
Bauerly/McMahon unanimous to adjourn at 10:22 AM. 
 
 
       _____________________________________ 
       Spencer C. Buerkle, Chair 
       Benton County Board of Commissioners 
ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
Montgomery Headley 
Benton County Administrator 
 
  


