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BENTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

February 16, 2016 
 

The Benton County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on February 16, 2016 in the Benton 
County Board Room in Foley, MN with Commissioners Spencer Buerkle, Warren Peschl, Jake Bauerly, Ed 
Popp and Jim McMahon present.  Call to order by Chair Buerkle was at 9:00 AM followed by the Pledge 
of Allegiance to the flag. 
 
Peschl/Bauerly unanimous to approve the agenda as written. 
 
No one was present to speak under Open Forum. 
 
Popp/McMahon unanimous to approve the Consent Agenda:  1) approve the Regular Meeting Minutes 
of February 2, 2016 as written; 2) ratify MN Counties Computer Cooperative Integrated Financial System 
Support Contract, and authorize the Chair to sign; 3) approve Office Space Lease with Foley Area CARE 
for office space in the old Highway Building for an additional three-year term, and authorize the Chair to 
sign; 4) approve Mutual Aid Agreement with Mille Lacs County for automated license plate reader 
program, and authorize the Chair to sign; 5) approve amendment to LETG (Law Enforcement Technology 
Group) contract, and authorize the Chair to sign; 6) approve 2016 Solid Waste Hauler Licenses Round 1:  
Republic Services Sauk Rapids; Jim’s Mille-Lacs Disposal, Inc.; Reliable Rolloff; JME of Monticello, Inc.; 
Advanced Disposal Services, LLC; West Central Sanitation, Inc.; Veit Container Corp dba Veit Disposal 
Systems; Granite City Rolloff LLC; Pierz Sanitation Inc. and Bumble Bee Express Rolloff, and authorize the 
Chair to sign; 7) approve abatement of 2015 taxes for Parcel 06.00026.01; and 8) approve Special Road 
Use Permit—Rice Family Fun Days—and authorize the Chair to sign. 
 
Karri Thorsten, Auditor-Treasurer, provided an update on 2015 LEAN activities (included a Kaizen event 
on cash receipting, training of four additional facilitators, LEAN 101 training, attendance at AMC 
Continuous Improvement Workshop).  Thorsten also provided a summary of ideas for future LEAN 
events.   
 
Chris Byrd, County Engineer, explained that the City of Foley, in conjunction with Benton County, is 
designing the reconstruction of 4th street in downtown Foley.  He noted that the City would like to widen 
the existing sidewalks from 6.33 feet to 8.33 feet; to accommodate this width within the existing right-
of-way, the diagonal parking would need to be narrowed by 2 feet.  Byrd indicated that this narrow 
parking width is a deviation from State Aid Standards and requires approval of a variance (from 20’ to 
18’ in parking stall width); before the State will approve a design standard deviation, a resolution from 
the sponsoring agency (Benton County), indemnifying the state, is required.  Byrd noted that the Foley 
City Council adopted a similar resolution (indemnifying the state).  McMahon inquired if the City’s 
resolution also contained a clause indemnifying the County.  Byrd stated that the City’s resolution did 
not contain a “hold harmless” clause for Benton County; however, the project specific agreement will 
contain the indemnification language.  Byrd stated his belief that the City’s request for a variance is 
reasonable in this location.  Peschl/McMahon unanimous to adopt Resolution 2016-#5, a resolution 
requesting a variance from standard for State Aid Operation for Project No. S.A.P. 005-620-003, and 
authorize the Chair to sign. 
 
Byrd reported that, at their February 8th meeting, the Sauk Rapids City Council approved the Municipal 
Consent and cost sharing spreadsheet for the CSAH 3 Up the Hill Project.  Byrd provided an overview of 
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the project location, project purpose/goals, known issues, traffic considerations, alternatives studied, 
public involvement/process, preferred concept (Alternative C modified), and lighting/landscaping.  Byrd 
stated that the estimated overall project cost is $13.2 million (design, right-of-way acquisition, 
construction, and engineering); outside funding was secured for the project totaling approximately $3.1 
million.  He provided an overview of county/city costs for all bid items on the project (estimated 
construction cost of $5,745,573.70 for the county and $1,154,193.30 for the city; the city will also pay all 
the right-of-way costs (less Federal funding received for right-of-way costs).  Byrd stated an anticipated 
construction start date of May 2016, with substantial completion by mid-November 2016.  
McMahon/Popp unanimous to approve the final cost sharing spreadsheet for the CSAH 3 Up the Hill 
project as presented. 
 
Engineer’s Report:  1) CSAH 8 Reclaim; 2) Highway Safety Improvement Striping Project; 3) CR 58 (will 
maintain the gravel until spring load restrictions come off; contractor maintains at that time until 
paving); and 4) March 16th “Transportation Day at the Capitol”.   
 
Bauerly/Peschl unanimous to continue with the Special Board of Appeal and Equalization for the 2016 
assessment year and to set the date and time for convening the Special Board of Appeal and 
Equalization for Monday, June 13, 2016 at 6:30 PM in the County Board Room.  Popp/McMahon 
unanimous to continue with the current per diem of $135.   
 
Monty Headley, County Administrator, explained that the Greater St. Cloud Development Corporation 
plans to create a workgroup having the goal of exploring redevelopment opportunities for the former 
VERSO paper mill site; GSDC asks that the County appoint a representative to this group.  Board 
consensus to appoint Commissioner McMahon as representative to the GSDC “VERSO” site 
redevelopment workgroup. 
 
The Regular County Board meeting was recessed at 9:38 AM to conduct a Human Services Board 
meeting. 
 
The Regular County Board meeting was reconvened at 10:13 AM. 
 
Board members reported on recent meetings they attended on behalf of the county. 
 
Popp/Peschl unanimous to set Committees of the Whole:  February 23, Goal Setting/Priorities 
Discussion with Department Heads; March 3, Economic Development Workgroup; and March 16, 
Transportation Day at the Capitol.   
 
McMahon/Bauerly unanimous to adjourn at 10:39 AM. 
 
 
       _______________________________________ 
       Spencer C. Buerkle, Chair 
       Benton County Board of Commissioners 
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________________ 
Montgomery Headley 
Benton County Administrator 
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