
BENTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
EMERGENCY MEETING MINUTES 

JULY 15, 2016 
 

The Benton County Board of Commissioners met in emergency session on July 15, 2016 in the Benton 
County Board Room in Foley, MN with Commissioners Spencer Buerkle, Warren Peschl, Jim McMahon, 
Jake Bauerly and Ed Popp present.  Call to order by Chair Buerkle was at 1:30 PM followed by the Pledge 
of Allegiance to the flag.   
 
Peschl/Popp unanimous to approve the agenda as written. 
 
Monty Headley, County Administrator, stated the purpose of today’s emergency meeting is to consider 
a resolution declaring a state of emergency in Benton County due to flood damage from the Monday, 
July 11, 2016, storm event.  He noted reports of flood damage, primarily from townships; the county has 
also experienced some flood damage.  Headley referenced statements by Jim McDermott, Benton 
County Emergency Management Director (who is currently out of town), that since the State has not 
declared an emergency, if the counties, cities and townships wish to be eligible for any state disaster 
assistance, it is necessary for the County Board to approve a local disaster declaration.  Headley noted 
that damages could be above the threshold for state assistance.   
 
Larry Nadeau, Deputy Director (acting Emergency Management Director in McDermott’s absence), 
referenced the storms which came through Benton County on the night of July 11th/early morning July 
12th.  He commented that the storm “could have been a lot worse”.  He is aware that Benton County 
Public Works staff were dealing with some road issues and that there definitely was some damage; 
however, it was apparent that no immediate life safety issues were occurring.  Nadeau stated the plan 
to provide damage estimates to the Department of Homeland Security; it appears that, at this point, this 
is a recovery effort.  He pointed out that initial damage reports totaled about $15,000 for Benton 
County, $20,000 from Granite Ledge Township, and $50,000 from Langola Township; these totals exceed 
the $68,635 threshold.  Nadeau noted that if the Governor declares a disaster and releases some 
funding, Benton County and its cities/townships would be eligible to recoup some of their costs; cost 
figures can also include personnel costs.  He explained that any township experiencing damages from 
this storm should report to the county; McDermott will follow up with the townships early next week 
upon his return.  Nadeau stressed keeping good records of expenses in the event the Governor releases 
state funding; adoption of the resolution today would allow Benton County to be included. 
 
Chris Byrd, County Engineer, acknowledged that all county roads in Benton County are open and 
passable at this time.  Bauerly commented that there may be more damage in the county that we are 
not yet aware of.   
 
Peschl/Bauerly unanimous to adopt Resolution 2016-#20, a Resolution Declaring a State of Emergency in 
Benton County Due to Flood Damage from the Monday, July 11th, Storm Event, and authorize the Chair 
to sign. 
 
Popp/McMahon unanimous to adjourn at 1:40 PM. 
       ______________________________________ 
       Spencer C. Buerkle, Chair 
       Benton County Board of Commissioners 
ATTEST: 
 
______________________________________ 
Montgomery Headley 
Benton County Administrator  



 
 

 
 


