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SECTION

Executive Summary

Purpose and Scope of this Report

This report was compiled in an effort to document the process and results of Benton County, 
Minnesota’s master plan study for Bend in the River Regional Park. The information contained in this 
report commissioned by Benton County, is the result of a seven month study supervised by County 
staff and a technical advisory committee appointed by the County.

Report Conclusions:

The conclusions of the study are:
• That Benton County should pursue a balanced approach to recreational development and cultural 

and ecological restoration of the property,
• That the recreational development and restoration will need to be implemented over time,
• That the timing of development and restoration will be dependent upon the availability of public 

and private funding,
• That additional study should be concluded before a fi nal determination is made regarding the 

potential for salvaging and restoring the parks farm buildings, and
• That change to public roads within the park will benefi t park ecology, recreational quality of the 

park and adjacent developable properties.

Development Costs:
The following summary of development costs are presented in 2005 dollars and were calculated based 
upon the premise that all of the work would be completed by for-profi t individuals or companies. As 
the County budgets for this work in the future, an appropriate factor should be added to the budget for 
infl ation. 

Phase Anticipated Time Frame for Each Phase Estimated Cost
1 FY 2007 - 2008 - 2009 $933,222.13
2 FY 2010 - 2011 - 2012 $2,079,343.75
3 FY 2013 - 2014 - 2015 $2,857,540.13

Total $5,870,106.00
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Recommendations:
1. Immediately implement the park boundary markers recommended in this report to establish the 

parks identity and alert people to the regulations that now apply to the use of this property.
2. Prepare a grant request for State matching regional park monies for further design and development 

of the park for the 2006 bonding cycle.
3. Seek private funding for future preservation and architectural studies of the farm buildings.
4. Develop a detailed plan for maintenance thinning of the farm field windrows and seek proposals 

from local timber harvesting companies. Reinvest any income from the windbreak timber harvest 
in the planning, maintenance and/or development of the park.

5. Research the possibility of using ‘STS’ crews, volunteers, Eagle Scouts,  Minnesota Conservation 
Corp, or other resources to begin the removal of non-native shrubs and trees as outlined in this 
report. 


